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Towers and Debts

Luke 7:36-50

One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s
house and took his place at the table. 37 And a woman in the city, who was a sinner,
having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar
of ointment. 38 She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his
feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his
feet and anointing them with the ointment. ¥ Now when the Pharisee who had
invited him saw it, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would have
known who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him—that she is a
sinner.” 4’ Jesus spoke up and said to him, ‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’
‘Teacher,” he replied, ‘speak.” *! ‘A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. > When they could not pay, he cancelled the
debts for both of them. Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon
answered, ‘I suppose the one for whom he cancelled the greater debt.” And

Jesus said to him, ‘You have judged rightly.” * Then turning towards the woman,
he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no
water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with
her hair. ¥ You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped
kissing my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my
feet with ointment. 4’ Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been
forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven,
loves little.” 4 Then he said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.” 4 But those who were
at the table with him began to say among themselves, ‘Who is this who even
forgives sins?” 3° And he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in
peace.’



Luke 14:15-24

One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, ‘Blessed is anyone who will
eat bread in the kingdom of God!” ¢ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Someone gave a
great dinner and invited many. 17 At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say
to those who had been invited, “Come; for everything is ready now.” 8 But they all
alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, “I have bought a piece of land,
and I must go out and see it; please accept my apologies.” ! Another said, “I have
bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please accept my
apologies.” 2 Another said, “I have just been married, and therefore I cannot
come.” 2! So the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner of
the house became angry and said to his slave, “Go out at once into the streets and
lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the

lame.” 22 And the slave said, “Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is
still room.” 2 Then the master said to the slave, “Go out into the roads and lanes,
and compel people to come in, so that my house may be filled. 24 For I tell

you, none of those who were invited will taste my dinner.””’

Luke 14:28-33

For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate
the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 2 Otherwise, when he has
laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule

him, ¥ saying, “This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” 3! Or what
king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against
him with twenty thousand? 3 If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he
sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 3 So therefore, none of you can
become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.



